History 111, Fall 2019
Dr. Madsen

Rubric for first short essay: Reparations

	
	A
	F (with possibility to rewrite)

	Argument
	The essay makes a clear argument for or against reparations. The essay may do so with some nuance, i.e., it supports reparations under some circumstances but not others. 
	The essay does not make an argument or does not address reparations.

	Sources
	Relies on reliable secondary sources. May use primary sources to illustrate, for example, the extent of enslaved peoples’ suffering. 
	Relies on sources so unreliable they would make the average 10th grader skeptical. 

	Use of sources
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The essay uses sources to build and support an argument.
	The essay’s sources are irrelevant to the topic.

	Citation of sources
	The essay makes a good attempt at citing sources using Chicago Manual of Style footnotes.
	The essay either does not cite sources or does so in an inconsistent or anomalous manner.

	Writing style and composition
	Paragraphs have topic sentences and appear in a reasonably logical order. The author has selected words with some care. The essay exhibits evidence of proofreading. The essay meets assignment guidelines for length.
	Sentences and paragraphs are not in a logical order. The essay is full of errors that suggest sloppiness rather than a lack of knowledge of grammar and usage. The essay is far too short or too long.



