Group 1: Creation stories
1. Native American creation stories
· What motivates the characters in these stories?
· What puzzles you about the content of these stories, and why?
· What cultural contexts might have shaped the creation of these stories?
· Think about other creation stories with which you might be familiar. What functions do they serve in U.S. culture, and how does your understanding of those creation stories affect your understanding of the Native American creation stories?
· How might your lenses help or hinder your understanding of these stories?
· What questions do you have about these stories, and where might you look for the answers?

Group 2: A sample of Spanish vs. English views
2. Journal of Christopher Columbus, 1492
5. Thomas Morton reflects on Indians in New England, 1637
· How does Columbus characterize the indigenous people he meets?
· For whom is Columbus writing, and what purpose does he have in sharing these descriptions of indigenous people?
· How does Thomas Morton describe the indigenous people he meets?
· For whom is Morton writing, and what purpose does he have in sharing these descriptions of indigenous people?
· How do Columbus’s and Morton’s descriptions of indigenous people differ?
· How do their likely motivations in describing indigenous people in these ways differ?

Group 3: Competing Spanish views of indigenous people
2. Journal of Christopher Columbus, 1492
4. Bartolomé de las Casas describes the exploitation of indigenous people, 1542
· How does Columbus characterize the indigenous people he meets?
· For whom is Columbus writing, and what purpose does he have in sharing these descriptions of indigenous people?
· How do their likely motivations in describing indigenous people in these ways differ?
· Why might an Italian explorer who travels are sponsored by Spain and a Spanish priest, writing exactly 50 years apart, have differing perspectives on indigenous people and their usefulness to or treatment by colonizers?
· What other questions do you have about these documents, and where might you look for the answers?
Group 4: Miracles as described by the Native peoples and by a Spanish explorer
6. The story of the Virgin of Guadalupe
7. Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca travels through North America, 1542
· What miracles does Cuauhtlatoatzin/Juan Diego describe?
· What miracles does Cabeza de Vaca describe?
· In what ways are the miracles themselves similar or different?
· How do they ways they describe these miracles differ? How are they similar?
· What function might miracles have served in this era? How might they have meant different things to indigenous converts to Catholicism and to European Catholics?
· What other questions do you have about these documents, and where might you look for the answers?

Additional questions for today and the coming weeks
· How do white Europeans and white American colonists represent Native peoples in ways that are beneficial to the white people personally, politically, culturally, and economically?
· What are some examples of white explorers’ and colonists’ representations of Native peoples that white people intend to be positive? What is at stake for white colonists and explorers in these positive representations? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are some examples of white explorers’ and colonists’ representations of Native peoples that white people intend to be negative? What is at stake for white colonists and explorers in these negative representations? 
· What comparisons, explicit or implicit, are explorers and colonizers making between Native peoples and white Europeans/white Americans?
· “Whiteness” is a cultural construct, and its meaning has shifted over time. As you read the materials for this course, keep an eye out for what it means to be white for European explorers and American settlers and what’s at stake in being white or not white. These distinctions carry forward into the present, where they very much operate in Idaho today, as evidenced by Chad Christensen’s Facebook post and the letter from Idaho legislators to Boise State President Marlene Tromp about “the Idaho Way.”
