Chapter 9 discussion questions

While the primary source documents we read from chapters 8 and 9 reveal the thoughts and feelings of the people who wrote them, they also indirectly express the beliefs about and feelings of some elites.

For “Blacksmith Apprentice Contract”:

1. What assumptions does the master, Samuel Downs, have about young men who are working class? How can you tell?
For the documents whose titles begin “Maria Stewart,” “Harriet H. Robinson,” “Frederick Douglass,” and “Black Philadelphians”:

2. What habits, beliefs, and values does each author claim for themselves and other people like them? How can you tell?

3. What does each document reveal that others (e.g., whites, elites, politicians) might believe about each author and others in the author’s demographic group (e.g., working class people, African Americans, women)? What specific evidence in each document suggests they believe these things?

4. Based on your findings in questions 1-3, what might have been the biggest obstacles to upward social mobility, and why?
For the “Missouri Controversy Documents”:

5. Look at Jefferson’s letter to John Holmes. What does Jefferson think about politicians and average white Americans? How can you tell? 
Bonus questions (if time permits)

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. How much shade is Philadelphian Robert Purvis throwing at white Pennsylvanians? Point to specific instances.

7. Is Frederick Douglass’s speech a jeremiad? Explain why or why not? (This is just an excerpt of a much longer speech, but do your best.)


 
