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Reading primary source documents

What type of document is this? (e.g., letter, report, Congressional document, speech, advertisement, etc.)

Who wrote it?


For whom did they write it?


When was it written?


What words do you need to look up? 




Are there words used that you think had a different meaning at the time than they do today?



What was happening at the time the document was created that might be relevant to your understanding of the document?





What is the topic of the document? 





Why did the author write it?


What are the main ideas the author is trying to convey?










What, if anything, is the author asking the reader or listener to do? Why?
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